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0 
Elephant or rhino  
poached  in Liwonde  
NP since Aug 2017 

223 
Trafficking arrests 

2016-17, averaging 
9.5 per month vs 

0.7 before  WCIU, 
2010-15 

% cases under court 
monitoring or public-
private prosecution  
resulting in custodial  
sentences vs 0% ‘08-15.  

91 

Ave. sentence in yrs 
for trafficking 2017, 

vs  1.5 yrs 2016, $40 
& 0 yrs 2008-15. 

 3.5 

1,414 kg ivory seized  
2016-18 

Additional species  
protected under new 
legislation, 2016, plus 
IUCN Red List & CITES 
Appendices listings  

216 



INVESTIGATIONS 

2016: Specialised Wildlife Crime Investigations 
Unit established within Dep’t of National Parks 
& Wildlife to work alongside the police.  

2018: Wildlife Detection Dogs Unit introduced 
to improve interception of wildlife products at 
airports, road blocks and border posts.  
 

LEGISLATION 

2016: Amendment to the National Parks & 
Wildlife Act passed, critically increasing prison 
sentences to a maximum of 30 years and  
removing the option of a fine for crimes  
involving listed species.   

2018: 15 supporting Regulations passed. 
 

JUSTICE  

2016: Wildlife Justice Programme established - 
a joint initiative between Government and 
NGOs - to strengthen wildlife crime court  
outcomes through courtroom monitoring, 
public/private prosecutions and training of 
magistrates and prosecutors.   

Other courtroom initiatives include the       
development of legal toolkits (

, sentencing 
guidelines for wildlife crime) and guidance for 
mutual legal assistance. 

MAKING PROGRESS, 2014-18 

Malawi’s first Illegal Wildlife Trade Review was 
commissioned following London’s IWT conference 
in 2014. It exposed weak legislation, poor law  
enforcement and corruption as some of the  
reasons that the country was being targeted by 
wildlife criminals. 

Malawi has also been confirmed Southern Africa’s 
principal transit hub for illicit wildlife products, 
and a ‘country of primary concern’. Combatting 
trade within its borders is therefore crucial for the 
survival of the region’s wildlife populations. 

Over the past 4 years, progress has been made 
thanks to the collaborative and innovative  
approach of Government and its partners. This 
paves the way for a strong response going  
forward, not only to combat the illegal trade in 
products such as ivory and bushmeat, but also by 
applying lessons learnt to fisheries and forestry 
sectors. 

 

INTER-AGENCY CO-OPERATION  

2014: The Inter-Agency Committee on  
Combatting Wildlife Crime (IACCWC) was  
established to promote communication and 
collaboration between all law enforcement 
agencies and improve investigations and  
prosecutions for wildlife crime.  Training for all 
enforcement agencies completed by 2017. 
 

SPECIES & PROTECTED AREA MANAGEMENT 

2015: Public-private partnership signed to 
manage Liwonde & Nkhotakota National 
Parks, resulting in improved law enforcement 
and the restoration of wildlife populations.   
Introduction of a new law enforcement   
initiative within protected areas in the Malawi-
Zambia TFCA.  

2017: 10-year National Elephant Action Plan 
agreed.   Ranger training. 
 

ADVOCACY & CAMPAIGNS 

2015: Stop Wildlife Crime Campaign launched, 
which has been instrumental in raising public 
awareness and building high level political will.   

2016: The Malawi Parliamentary Conservation 
Caucus launched. Both the campaign and the 
caucus are endorsed by Malawi’s President, 
H.E. Peter Mutharika.   

TRAFFIC/ETIS (Elephant Trade Information System) Report 2016 


